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Glenn Davis Was On His 
Way

COTTAGE GROVE, WISCONSIN



This history report started as a photo story video clip.  
However, with the number of photos and clippings 
found, it has become an electronic scrapbook. 

Keep your cursor on the pause button in case you want 
to look at a photo more closely or read a paragraph.  
However, if you want to read all the clippings, request a 
PDF version.



Glenn Davis taught the upper grades at the Cottage 
Grove School in 1934 and 1935. 



He had just graduated from State Teachers College at 
Platteville with a Bachelors in Education in June of 
1934.



This photo of Cottage Grove 7th through 10th graders 
was taken in 1934,the year before Glenn came.  They 
shared the “big room”. 



Glenn (back row right) taught classes and coached.  
He is shown here with the 1935 basket ball team.





He looked as young as his students.  He was only 20. 



In response to an invitation to the 1976 reunion, former teacher Glenn Davis wrote from

his office at Potter International Inc. at Washington D.C.  “Is it possible that 40 years 
have passed since we were  together at Cottage Grove State Graded School?
. . . I have spent a pleasant half hour reminiscing of the listed students of 40 years go.
Lyman Reynolds, the left fielder,  Marland, the blond-haired musician, Ellen with the
ready smile, Lois and Eleanor the blushers, Roger the pinch-hitter who helped us win
a ball game, Joan with her shy grin,  Lyman Johnson who I could not get to take things
seriously, the quiet Phoebe, the serious Laverna and the easy-going Miles, the studious,
Jane, the shy Joyce, the rough-and-ready Gracely; Lucile who walked to school from
Vilas, the easily upset Wingam, Avis scowling over her arithmetic problems, and 
you [Hugh Wallace] hustling up Main Street in your  stocking cap with Joan tagging behind.” 



Glenn took part in the Firemen Baseball team while 
he was here. 



He also made use of his oratory experience at 
Platteville State Teachers by serving on an adult 
debate team here.



Glenn may have chosen Cottage Grove, even though it 
only had two grades of high school, because of its 
location. He started law school that summer and 
continued summers until he had saved enough money 
to start law school full time.



Public figures find themselves in demand as speakers.  
Glenn Davis has been back to Cottage Grove at least 
twice.



Before Glenn Came



Glenn Robert Davis was born in 1914, the son of 
Charles and Jennie Wachandort Davis.  



The Davis’s pickle farm was in Vernon township in the 
far southeast corner of Waukesha County, closer to 
Mukwonago than to the city of Waukesha.



He had one sister, Elsie, and four brothers: Clyde, 
William, Harold, and Charlie.  Glenn was the 
youngest. Three of his brothers farmed. The other was a 

rural mail carrier.



He attended a rural school, completing the equivalent 
of eight grades in six years. [Rural schools were not 
graded,)



He attended Mukwonago High School and graduated 
when he was 13.



His mother had saved money to help pay for college.  
His father wanted him to continue to farm. Glenn 
chose to go to Platteville State Teacher’s College.



When a junior, Glenn was president of the secondary 
education majors and a member of the debate and 
oratory teams. He also was secretary of the 
Philadelphia Society. 



A political writer for a Madison newspaper wrote this 
story to introduce Glenn to that area when he first 
was a candidate for Congress. 



After Leaving



Glenn left Cottage Grove in 1936 and joined a four-year high 

school staff in Waupun. 



He entered the University of Wisconsin Law School as a full 
time student in 1938 and graduated in 1940. He was elected 
to CoiF.



1941-1942 were busy years for Glenn Davis.  He was:
-- establishing a law office

-- becoming active in the Republican party

-- starting  to serve in the state legislature

-- resigning to serve in the navy in World War II

-- marrying 



Law Office
Glenn joined with John Love.  Later the firm was Love, 
Davis, and Gramling.



Active as a Republican 

Delegate, each Republican National Convention, 1952-1972



Serving in the Wisconsin Legislature 1941



Although only there a few months, Glenn sponsored 
some bills that caught the attention of newspapers 
across the state. 



Joining the Navy 
Glenn entered the Navy in July of 1942 as an Ensign and left 
in 1945 as a Lieutenant.,



Lieutenant Davis served as the Communications 
officer aboard the USS Sangamon (CVE-26), an escort 
aircraft carrier. The ship sustained a Kamikaze attack 
in the latter days of the war off of Okinawa. Although 
a third of the crew were casualties, Davis was 
uninjured.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sangamon_(CVE-26)


Marriage
Glenn married Kathryn McFarlane in
a simple home wedding.  Kathryn’s
family were dentists with an office in
the same building as Glenn’s law office. 



Kathryn graduated from the Marquette Dental School 

in 1941.



She met a lot of new people after marrying Glenn.



Glen and Kathryn are shown here 
with their first child, Kathleen.

The Davis’s had five children: 
Kathleen A., Margaret E., J. 
Mac, Janet K., and Elizabeth. 



Mac, Kathleen, Margaret, and Janet are 
shown with their parents on their 1957 
Christmas card.

J. Mac, born in 1952 in Washington 
D.C., became a lawyer like his father and served 
in the Wisconsin Senate from 1982-1986. Then 
he moved into the Judicial branch serving as a 
circuit Court Judge for Waukesha County, and 
then as chief judge of the 3rd Judicial District.



Even five year old Beth’s pet Nervous, the guinea pig, went 
with them when they moved back to Washington D. C. in 
1964. (Mac 12; Janet 11; and Peggy 14).



Serving in Congress more than 20 years.



Glenn Davis was first appointed  to the House of Representatives 
in 1947 to fill out the term of  Representative Henry.  He was re-
elected and served until 1957.  



In 1948, during his first months In Congress, the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce selected him as one of the 10 
outstanding young men of the nation.





In 1957, he ran for the Senate and lost. 
Wikipedia: “Instead of running for reelection, he launched an unsuccessful primary challenge to 

incumbent Sen. Alexander Wiley, R-Wisconsin.

In 1957, Davis lobbied unsuccessfully to become the GOP candidate in the special election to 

replace the late Sen. Joseph McCarthy, R-Wisconsin. The Republican nod instead went to 

former Gov. Walter J. Kohler, Jr., who went on to lose the seat to Democrat William Proxmire. 

Davis subsequently returned to his law practice.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Wiley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_McCarthy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_J._Kohler,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Proxmire


He was back in Waukesha County as a lawyer for 8 years, 
when his children were growing up, tending to his law office, 
giving speeches, and serving his community. Some wanted 
him to run for governor.



Glenn returned to Congress in 1964 and served another 
four terms.

Wikipedia:   “Eight years later, in 1964, Davis made a successful comeback bid by winning the open 

Ninth Congressional District created by reapportionment. He served another four terms before losing 

in the 1974 primary to a conservative up-and-comer, future U.S. Sen. Bob Kasten. Davis felt he was 

hurt by the then-unpopular pardon of Richard Nixon by then President Gerald Ford on the Sunday 

before the primary election. Davis had been closely associated with Ford.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Kasten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_Ford




Views of Glenn’s work in Congress

Wikipedia:  Davis's congressional service was marked by a generally conservative record that grew 

more moderate in the early 1970s. He achieved perhaps his greatest mark as a close friend and golf 

partner of then-House Minority Leader Gerald Ford. Davis was also the star shortstop for the 

"Washington Senators," a recreational baseball team made up solely of congressmen.”

“During the 1940s and 1950s Glenn R. Davis was one of the brightest stars of the 
Republican Party. In the halls of Congress he was known as "The Iron Man" 
because of his unwillingness to make compromises. His last ten years in office 
were spent in an unsuccessful attempt to halt Congress' increasing appetite for 
deficit spending.” Kevin B. Smith The Iron Man: The Life and Times of Congressman Glenn 

R. Davis

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_Ford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shortstop
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/138474.Kevin_B_Smith


After Serving in Congress 



Glenn became a consultant for a Washington firm and 
remained in Arlington, VA 

Wikipedia:  “After his loss in the primary, Davis resigned on December 31, 1974—just days 

before his term would have otherwise ended. He moved permanently to Arlington, Virginia. 

Davis worked as a consultant for Potter International, Inc. from 1975 to 1983. He died in 

Arlington on September 21, 1988.”

[Charles Potter, who had served in both Houses, was an old friend of Glenn’s.  Potter was an industrial 

and international securities consultant.]

“Part of Davis's legacy is the Glenn R. Davis Charitable Foundation, a scholarship 

organization funded and administered by his family. The Glenn Davis Charitable Foundation 

gives a monetary award to one graduating student in each Waukesha County high school 

every year. The award is granted to a student who has done something to overcome 

substantial obstacles, reflecting Davis's own rise from a family of pickle farmers to U.S. 

congressman.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington,_Virginia


Glenn Davis was 73 when he died in 1988.



Kathryn was 72 when she died a few months later 

after moving back to Waukesha.



Glenn and Kathryn’s graves are at  Prairie Home 

Cemetery at Waukesha.



Many photographers, reporters, authors, and people 
who knew Glenn Davis prepared the information and 
photos preserved in this report.  We thank them.

We especially appreciate the help of the Research 
Office of the Waukesha Historical Society, the 
Mukwonago Historical Society, and the Waupun 
Historical Society.



For more photos and details of Glenn R. Davis’s 
life and work in Congress see:

Kevin B. Smith  The Iron Man  1994

We became aware of the book toward the end of the process 

of putting this report together. 


